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THE ODLIN FAMILY.

Descendants of John Odlin, of Boston, in thk Line or ijis

Grandson, the Klv. John Odlin, of Exetkk, N. \l..

rpiIE REV. JOHN ODLIN, minister of Exeter, N. II., ITOfl-
-I- .54, is believed by his descendiints to be the ancestor of all the
Odlins? now living in the United States. The name is restricted to

comparatively few families on this side of the Atlantic. \t still appears
as Odling in the London Directory, and \\'illiam Odling U Profe?-

,
sor of Chemistry in the University of Oxford. There are Odlings,

j
or Odlins, in Toronto, Canada—recent immigrants, or the descend-

j

ants of such. In the Boston town and church records the name

I

Odlin is spelled Odlin, Odlen, Audlin, Audlyn, Audling, Audley
I and Awdley.
! 1. .John^ Odlin. loOth in tlie list of church raeml.ers of Boston, ivus the

founder of the faoaily in America. He was disfranchised as an Autitio-
miau in 1G37; but afterward restored to citizenship and the church. Ile-

;
became a member of the Artillery in 1G38, and by occupation was a cutler

I or armorer. He hved to be the oldest, or one of the oldest, citizens of his

I

adopted towu. On the 10th of June, 1684, with three other ancient in-

!
habitants of Boston, '• from the first planting and settling thereof," he tes-
tified respecting the purchase of Blackstone's rights in 1034. He mew-

:
tioned his age as 82 : his fellow witnesses being a few years younirer. He

I

made his will March 6, ICso, and on the 18th of the following l3"cember
i
he died. His death is noticed by Judge Sewall in his Diary? His wife

j
Margaret, whose surname we do not know, seems to have died before him.

I

Three sons and daugliters were living at his decease— Eli-,ha.* born Julv
! 1, 1640; John,' born Feb. 3, 1641-2; and Peter,' born July or August 2.
1646—the to.vn and church records disagreeing as to the month. A orraiid-

daughter. Hannah^ Bumstead. whose parentage is not mentioned, but ulio
was probably the daughter of John's deceased daughter Hannah.' born -

1643, was mentioned in the will, of which Elisha wasexecutor. Of the fu-
ture or the families of Elisha's brothers John* and Peter, nothing is known

* Since this article was in type, mv actention has !)cen called hv Mr. Waiter Gib-on to
Mr. John 0. Au^tin'-^ kuelv puiiSi.-licJ Genealojjical Dictionarv ot'Rlio.lo Ijiaiid, h\ wh.ch
it apiJ'-ars th;u John,* son of Jolin' O.llin, settled in Riio-lc I.->liin.l, rt'lierc he '.un. tlie name
01 John AiKlley. He did Dec. 13, 17li. His dcm-n-iants .ut :;:vcn on j.a-.- .i-7 of triat
b.)()k._ By paire +3S we tind tliar he and hl> wife Martiia (iee.led, Jiilv 17, l<;.s7, tg liis hr<>.

»^th(r Klislii, ot Bosti^n. tailor, certain land in the south part of Bo.-tou, devised bv his
^ lather, John O-iiin, armorer, deceased.

.<



by the dnscendants of Eli.sha. It is the prevalent opinion, however, that thev
(lied cliii<ll<;.s.s, or that their lines hecarne extinct at a very early period.

Our task lies with Kii.sha and iiis son John and tlieir deseendantrt. It «'oin-

bines tiiat of editor and oii<^inal collector of d.ita. with a decided prepon-

derance of the former otlice. The late VViliiam^ Odiin of Kxeter (ll'j:',

-18(33), a man of quiet hal»its, but of more than ordinary worth and intel-

ligence, devoted inucli time in his later years to ifatherin^ statistics and
facts reijanling the descendants of Kli.>ha Odiin and his son the Kev. .John.

His collections, which are quite full and satisfuclory in matiy points. iie<d

Kupplementing and extemlinir in others. The editor has been al>le to liil

some of the gaps by his own incpiiries and previf^us investigations, while a

few dates renmin un.^np|ilicd. The main work has been the recasting of

Mr, Odlin's inl'ornial notes; thus preserving data which, unless jjnt into

type, may perish by accident, and at best remain inaccessible arid unknown
to the pul)lic. It bhould be added that only two of the de-<cen<lants of the

Kev, .John Odlin, who bear his family name, are residents uow of Exeter,

though half a century ago they numbered more than a score.

2. Fa. isux' {./')//,1^) married Anirnst, 1C.50, Abigail, dau'^hter of Dea.

Henry Bright, of Watertown. died ITUo. Four daughters and two soris Were
the result of this union, of whom three daughters. Hannah, born Sept. ^:>,

1»J6G ; Abigail, born April o. I G70. and Margaret, born Aug. o, 1 G72, an«l/one

son John, boru ^^ov. 18, 1081, survived their children. Elisha, like his

father, lived to a good old age, and was a respected citizen, as the follow-

ing extract from Sewall indicates :

Sopt. 14, 1724. Last niirht died my good old Christian nei.:4hbour and friend Mr.
Elisha Odlin. sensible and calm to the very last. lie \v;i-; bjrn July 1, IGIO, upon
the same Ijt in Newbury btreet, where he all along liv'ii and now dyed in the Hj-''

year of his age.

Elisha was a deacon of the Old South Churcli, and his fellow deacon

Sewall was one of his bearers.

3. Rev. John" Odlin (Elisha,^ Ju/m^) was, as we have seen, Eiiiha's

only surviving sou. He was graduated from Flarvard College in I7"2.

His name stands eight in a class of thirteen, according to the old system

of thus indicating a student's social position. He was ordained pastor of

the church at P^xeter. N. H., Nov. 12, 17(.H3. As he had married on the

preceding 21st of October, Mrs. Elizabeth Clark, widow of his predecessor,

the Rev. John Clark (H. C. 1690). and daughter of the Rev. Cenjimin

"VVoodbridge, he had probably filled the Exeter pulpit for some mn-iths

before his ordination. His parish was then very large, for Exeter still in-

cluded several ot the now neighboring towns. Mrs. Odlin, who wa< the

mother of his live children, died Dec. 6, 1729. He married second. .Se;:.

22, 17q^, iNIrs. Elizabeth Briscoe, daughter of S:i:riuel Leavitt, of Exeter,

and widow, tirst of Lieut. James Dudley, son of ;ae Rev. Samuel Dudle\. ,i

of Exeter, and second of Capt. Robert Briscoe.

Mr. Odlin's pastorate was (piiet and prosperous until after 171-0. It h. 1

been the wish of the town that his youngest s.-ii Woodbridge* should L--

come his colleague. He was graduated from H.-vard College 17"-^, and

studied theologv with this object in view. The Rev. George Wiiifeli' .d

did not include Exeter in his first tour iu 174*'. brit some of Mr. Odii;. -

principal supporters heard him at Portsmoutls /r: I became his converr-.

They declared that they now experienced ti-ue Ttli^ious faith for the lir-t



/

timo. Mr. dliin di'l not ii[)preci..ito this work of the elor|ii(;nt evan;^ellst,

Hii'l Iiis sou was evori more opposed to the n-vival. Tli« VVfiitofielJ party

thereupon Ije'^.in to hoM separate services. In 174;^, wlieu the parish assem-

bled to complete Woo'll»riili;e Odliu's settlera*,'nt, nearly one third of the

votes were cast against him, .solely on religious grounds. Separate worship

was k»!pt up by tiie disafTecfed minority, and after a heated controversy

covering several years, the Whitelieldians were set oH' into tlie .Secoad, or
" New Parish," and relieved of the inieessity of contributing to the sup-

port of their former pastor. In 17 41 Whitefitild Came to Exeter, and dis-

regardiid tin* authority of Mr. Ollin. Sen., who mot him at tiie outskirts of

tlie town .and soltMniily warned iiim not to enter his parish. Mr. Odlin died

Nov. 20. 17oJ.. His will shows that he was a large owner of real estate,

both ill Kxeter and the outlying townships of central New Hampshire.

His children were: >€ £'IJ'1 /i^'if)
4. i. Joas* b. Nov. 4. 1707.

iOOX^i*
5. ii. Elisua, b. Nov. 16, 1709.

iii. DLDf.EY, a physioian, h. Sept. 22, 1711 ; d. apparently unmarried, Feb.

13, 1717-8. He built the honi^o, an elei^ant one for the time, now oc-

cupied by the Hon. 0. U. Bell. His lii;|h sucial status is indicated by
the mention of his de.ith on the lljii. Theodore Atkioson's famous
silver waiter.

iv. Saml-kl, b. All-. 14, d. Au2. 31, 1711.

6. v. VV'ooDQRiDGK, b. April 28, 1718.

4. John* {John.^ Eliska,^ Jokn^). A deacon and militia captain ; mar-

ried Feb. 27, 1734, Alice, daughter of Capt. James Leavitt, and
had:

i. Elizabeth,* b. April 30. 1739: m. Dr. John Lamson. They had, be-^

eides several chiMren dyin^ in infancy, one daui^hter Elizabeth, who
married 17'J7. Col. Juhn Dennot. formerly of Portcfmoutli. whi.>se daugh-
ter CharloUt^ married Dr. Miran Bites, of Va?«albor j". Me.

ii. Alice, b. Oct. 5, 1743; m. at an advanced a;;e Col. Benjamin B yard-

man, of Exeter, became a widow, went to Hailoweil, Me., dying there

childless, 1844.

iii. Abigail, b. May 28, 1748 ; m. Dr. Benjamin Page ; removed to Hallow-
ell and died 1815.

iv. Samtel, b. Dec. 18, 1750; m. Mary Graves, of Beverly, Mass., removing
thither. Their only children who lived to maturity were Alice^ and
Thankful,^ who died spinsters.

5. Elisha* {Joh>^ EUsha:" John') (H. C 1731) ; married Nov. 1, 1731.

widow Judith Pike, whose ouly child by her first hus!>aud married

Dea. Samuel Brooks ; ordained at Amesbury 1744 ; died January

21, 1752. He left:

7. i. John,* b. Sept. 4. 1732.

8. ii. Wi.NTnROP. b. Oct. 23, 1734.

9. iii. William, b. Feb. 17. 1733.

iv. Anna, b. Jan. 10, 1744 ; d. unmarried.
10. V. Elisha, b. 17 46.

WooonuiDOK^ [John,^ Elishn,'' John') (H. C. 173>«) : ordained col-

league to his father Sept. 28. 1743 ; married Oct. 23. Moo. Mrs.

Abigail Strong, born 1732, widow of the Rev. Job Strong, who
«1ied very sud<lenly while pastor of the South Church iu Ports-

mouth. Sept. 30. 17.)1, and daughter of Brig. Gen. Peter Gilman,

of E.xeter. Mr. Odlia died March 10, 177b. His wife survived

until August 15, 17^)7. They had eight chiidren :
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J

i. Dddley,* b. Aug. 13. 1757 (FI. C. 1777): ra. Feb, 14, 17^2. ElizaMh. J

daii<,'liter of Hon. NidioIaH (jilrrifin, and previouh to 171Jl (sad Ahi/jnil*

lirJxf.y, Woodhriilijp, Pctrr and C'aroline. all »[ whom died uritjiarriod,

and ino.st o( tlieiu in t.arly youth. Dudley d. Keh. 3, !"()<>. Mn«. Ud-
lin, who in. second. J. S. Gihnan. d. .Xfuil 1. \h\{).

\

ii. WooonRiDCE, h. Sept. 20, 1*.0!J ; m. Mary, dauijhter of Dea. Satauel
Brooks, of Ext.'ter ; rruioved to Philadelphia, and later to Bahia, Bia- i

zil, where ho died childlirs ahuut 1H40.

iii. Petkk. h. March 2'}. 17fi-2 : d. 6t. Doiui3;,'o, IB02. I

iv. Er.iz.MiETU. h. April 8, I7r>l.
j

V. AuiGAiL, b. Oct 21, ITf.S; m. Dec. 29. 17H.5, Hon. Nathaniel Giluian, i,f

Exeter, brother of Didhy's wifi;; d Aui;. 10. ITOH. h-avinir Franrt-.x*

fifHt wife of Col. John Ro;i;ers ; Ahii/ml, wile of Ur. William Perry;
Aalfianiel, Jr., and Amu, .^^eeond wile of Col. Koiirers.

vi. John, b. Dec. 2. 1770; d. at sea unmarried subM-quent Uj 1795.

vii. M.\RV .\n.\e, b. Sept. 24. 1772; ni. Thomas S^tieknev, Jr., of Concord,

N. H. Hod. Jan. I, ISII. She survi%ed until February, l^r.6. Had
Joseph f.,* who had Joseph,' and .Ann' wife of Benjamin B<.irdman,

attorney, of Lawrence.
viii. Ch.vrlotte, b. Oct. 12, 1775; m. 1795, Jeremiah ."stickney. brother of

Thomas, and d. at Concord in early middle life. Left Snrnh,* un-
married, and Mary Frances.^ wife of Charle.'' (nh^'m, who had Mary'
and Walter, the ;;cneaIo;cist of the Stiekney Family.

7. John* [FAisho.* Jolm,^ Elisha.* John^), a physician and inheritor of

his uncle Dudley'-s house. In 17iS2 he sold it to Nicholas Gilman,

removing to Concord tlie same year, where the reuiuitider of hi:*

life was sjpent. He married Mary, daughter of Joshua and Pris-

ciJla Wilson, of Exeter. They had :

i. M.%RT,^ b. at Exeter, 175G ; d. at Concord, April, 1852.
"^

ii. John, b. Feb. 4, 1759 ; d. at Concord. Oct. 6. 1610.

iii. Augustus, b. 176-1 ; d at Concord. Ift42. In early life he was of a some- f

what rovins (lisspositiun. He resided for a time in Maine, where he »

married. Of his family little is known save that he had a '^>n Tho-
{

mas,^ who in turn had two <ons. Willis* and Charle.- and a daughter i

Etca. Willis served in the 15t!i Mas.s. Re^c't durinir the late war, and
|

was killed in battle. Charles resides at Worce.-iter and has a son J

Henry Woodbridge.* We have thus far received no full details re-

specting this line.

8. WiNTHROP* (Eh'shci,* John.^ Elisha,^ John^) lived at Exeter, where he

died Feb. 27, 1803. lie married Emma, or Amy. daughter of John
Folsom, of Exeter, born 1744, died Jan. 29, lSl'5. They had:

i. Patty,^ m. John Tilton.

ii. Nancy, m. Fuller.

iii. Betsey, m. Nov. 26, 1801, Joseph Hoit, of Stratham.
11. iv. John F., b. 1783 ; m. 1828, Judith French, and d. at Esetcr Dec. 27,

1858. John F. was the father of three dauirhter?— I. Emcline,^ m.
Daniel Tyler ; 2. Mary Esther, m. French ; and 3. Caroline, still

living at Exeter, unmarried.

9. William,^ of Exeter {Elisha* John,^ Elisha,^ Joha^),m^vT\(t(\ March
1, 17G5, Judith Wilson, sister of his brother John's wife. She died

July 2, 1795, aged .32, and he Sept. G, 17S7. They had :

i. JutiiTH,* b. Aug. 17, 17fi5
; d. March 12, 1767.

12. ii. V\ iLLiAM, b. Feb. 16, 1767; d. Exeter. March 1, li^25.

iii. Anna, m. first, 179.s, John Folsoiu. of Newmarket, who d. IS02 ; t-econd,

James Ham, of Dceriield, N. H. She died at Heiiniker, Feb. 25, 1^53.

iv. Bet.«ey, m. John Chapman, and d. March. Ib26, aged 52.

10. EnsiiA^ {EUsha,* Joliu,^ Elisha,^ John^), married December, 1774.

Sarah Sibley, of Suicm, Moas., in which town they appear to have

lived. They had

:

<\



i. Ebenfzer,* b. July 20, 1777 ; lived and died without issue at Canaan,
Mniue.

ii. Sl-SANNAIi.

iii. Sarah.
iv. Eli>.ua, b. Oct. 27, 1782; livc'l and ilicl in Salera or lieverly, Mass. He

Djurried. but liad wj cliildriii. He was, we believe, the .-ubject of the

first decision in ttie MacBJicliusctt-i Reports, cstablisliiii:^ the |»int that

one liquor licen.sc docs not legalize sales at two diHtioct places of

business.

V. William W'ooDCRincE, lived at Rochester, N. II. ; m. and had W'illinm

Howard,^ who died in hospital in Arkansas, 1'57'*-I*. lie had l<,-d a

mignitory life. His early days were spent at U'ak'.lield, N. H. Later

he was in Wisconsin, and hi.-" life clotied, mi above stated, in the S'juth-

we.«t. lie loft no chiidn.-n.

vi. Sami KL, ra. .Mchitable Lambert and d. in Lubec, Me. They had:
1. Polly,'' m. William Jolinson, of Orono and Pitt.'^tield. Me.
2. Hiram,'' h. May 15, 1814, went tu \Vi.sG<jnsin and afterward to Cali-

fornia, m. Jam; MeCIure and had six children, liiram B.,"* Wal-
do, Henry L., Etta, Mary aiid Anna.

3. SiJijhia,' 111. Hiram (Jeorge, of Orono.
4. Ehnneztr^' b. April 15,"loin, m. Elizabeth March, of Palmyra, Me.,

accompanied his brother Hiram to the far west; has I. William
Woodbridi^e,3 b. lol5, who has \'ictor,* b. Dec. 10, 1871 : 2. Abi-

gail,^ b. bcpt. 17, 1817. m. Marshall; 3. Frederick,^ b. June
2, I&50; 4. Lilly,« b. Feb. 7, IS.32, m. Oaks.

5. Sarah,' m. J. F. Moore, of Augusta, Me.
6. ElishaJ m. Mary O'Neil ; they had 1. William F.,' whom. Marga-

ret Downs, of Salem, Mass., and had a daughter and two .sons, Sam-
uel,' b. 1846, and Elisba,' b. 1849; 2. Samuel,^ who m. Anna Odlin.

11. John' [John,^ EUsha,* John^ EUsha,'^ John}) was a prominent citizen

of Couc(jril, N. H., and served in many important town offices. He
married first, Sally Herbert, of Concord, Nov. 20, 1791. Their
infant child, Charlotte, died Feb. 10, 1793. He married second,

Mary, widow of John Souther and daughter of Col. Thomas Stick-

ney, one of the pioneers of Concord. She was born Oct. 30, 17^3C,

and lived to be the oldest native-born resident of the city, dying in

April, 1858. The only child of John Odliu's second marriage was:

i. WooDBRiDGE,^ of Concord (merchant) ; b. March 19, ISIO; m. Dec.
6, 1838, Abby P. Comstock, and has : i. John \\.,^ b. April 29, 1841

;

ii. Elizabeth Souther, b. May 6. 1843; iii. Mary Frances, b. July 1,

1850 ; iv. Arthur Fuller, b. April 25, 1860. All of whom are married.

12. William^ ( WilUam,^ EUsha,* JrAn,^ Elisha,^ John'), of Exeter, born

Feb. 16, 1767; died March 1, 1825; married 1791, Elizal»eth,

daughter of Capt. James Leavitt, born Dec. 21, 1769, died August
18,1860. Had:

13. i. James,^ b. Jan. 9, 1792 ; d. July 30, 1856.
ii. William, b. Jan. 10, 1793 ; d. unmarried July 3, 1863.
iii. Thomas, b. Nov. 16. 1794 ; m. Hannah Potter, of Amesbury,Ma88., 1316,

and d. without ofFspring, March 5, 1826.
14. iv. Joseph, d. 1873; K„ u r ic i-n-r

I 15. V. Benjamin, d. lr«76 ; $
*^'"^' ^- "^^^^ 1^' ^'^^^

vi. Elizabeth, b. Nov. 23. 1799; m. Joseph Perkins, Nov. 30, 1625; d.

Sept. 3, 1863 ; had Elizabeth,^ b. Oct. 16, 1828, and Woodbridije Odlin,
b. June 12, ls!31, d. 1884.

vii. WoonnRiDGE, b. Dee. 18, 1801 ; d. Dec. I, 1S02.

;
viii. VV'oudcridge. 2d, b. May 9, 1805; d. April 1, 1879; m. first, Feb. 4,

1828, Juanna. daugliter of John Odiorne, who died Jan. 26, 1812 Had
Anne Odiorne,^ b. Mav 20, 1&32, d. unmarried Feb. 8. lS5t). Hem.
second, Oct. 9, 1844, Dt.lia Augusta Little, of Castlne, Me., by wh->ia
he left no issue. Woodbridge bt^^ueathod .^20.000 to Phillips Ei'cter

Academy to found the Odlin Profesciorship of English Literature.
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ix. Mart Anne. h. July 20, 1810; m. Elihii T. Stevens, of Kinirston and
Kxcter. iui'l latterly of M:inch<stcr, N. II. Widoyi. Children—Car-
oline 0(Jlin,^ Wtllium Otllin, .\/c/ri/ and JuUunna.

13. Jamks^ {WilUnnif' WlllinmJ' Elialia,'^ John? Kll^ho^ J,jh,c^ ), of Kx«--

ter ; uiariieil Oct. 27, IHIG. Majthii H., tluii;(litf-r of .io,»;ph (;.,-

borne, b(;rii Aui,'. 25, 17'J2, diod Oct. 2'J, IhG/^. They Lad:
16. i. James William," b. Nov. 3, 1*^17.

17. ji. Gkorm; (J.^i;oKNE, b. \\vs.'Zi\, IH-J.*}.

18. iii. JosEPU Edwin, b. Juno :iO, IbJj, d. .April 7, 1871.
iv. Martha Jewktt, b. July 21, Iw28 ; m. Feb. 3, 1859. Charlc-s CMhum

Barrell, of V(jrk, Mc. Tbcy have s<jven livin;/ children: 1. William
Od/in^ : 2. Martha Osborne; 3. Mary Elr:nhclh ; A. TUrodore Ly-
ma7i ; 5. Charles tinuall ; 6. .flnna (Jdiorne ; 7. Georr/e Emerson.

U. Joseph^ ( WllU.um,'^ William,^ Elisha* Johi,^ FAlnhd* John^), of Exe-
ter; died Nov. 187o ; married March 5, 184b, Harriet A. Dovvuh,
born Dec. 19, 1817, died 1878. One child :

i. CuARLEs Crsntxc,' b. Oct. 31. 1817; m. 1875. Sarah Elizabeth, daugh-
ter of Williiim P. Moulton, of Exeter, and is now a phy.-ician at Mel-
rose, Maoa. One child, Russell Nason,'^ b. July 12, I&7H.

15. Benjamin^ ( WilUam,^ WiUimn,^ EUsha* John? Elisha? Johi^), of
Exeter; married May 3, 18 IG, Elizabeth T., daughter of James
Folsom, of Exeter. Died Nov. 1870. One child:

i. Ella F.,^ b. June 19, 1819; m. E. A. Alger, of Boston.

16. James William^ {James'' WilUam? William? Elisha? John? Elisha?
John^), of Exeter, the only male representative of the name in the
town. Has been high sheriff and held other responsible public
offices ; married Oct. 2, 18-14, Harriet N. Warren. Their children
were:

i. Louise Barlow,' b. Sept. 2, 1816; m. 1883, Samuel Sinclair, Jr., of
N. Y. Children— 1. Edward Duffield^" ; 2. Kate.

ii. George, b. June 6, 1848 : d. Nov. 28, 16 18.

iii. Georgiana, b. Oct. 15, 1849: d. Sept. 15, 1853.
iv. Mary TnArER, b. Nov. 12, 1850; d. Sept. 17, 1851.
V. Edward William, b. Sept. 17, 1859; m. Edith M. Warren. Dec. 29,

1886. Is now attached to the editorial statf Boston Daily Adiirtistr.

17. George Osborxe* {James? William? William? Elisha? John? Eli-

sha? John^), formerly publisher New Hampshire Statesman, Con-
cord ; now of Union Grove', 111. ; married tirst, Sept. 9. IcslC, Em-
ma P. Dustin, of Francestowu, N.H. (died March 25, 18G0)'; second,
Mrs. Harriet Snow. Children, all by first marriage:

i. William,^ b. Aua;. 3, 1847.
ii. John Dcstin, b. Jan. 17, 1855.

iii. James, b. June 14, 1859.

iv. Em-Ma Clara, b. Aug. 30, 1862.

18. Joseph Edwix^ {.fames? WiUiam? William? Elisha? John? Elisha?
John^). Removed from Exeter to Laconia, N. H., in early man-
hood, and died there 1874; married first, Dec. o, 18-31, Abby Por-
ter, who died March G, 1852; second, Nov. 1, 1854, Christiana ,'

Farrar. Children, by second marriage : I'

i. James Edwin,* Congregational minister at Gofistowu, N. H. ; b. April
10, 1857.

ii. William, b, April 5, 1865.


